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Architecture and Architects 
 

The range of architectural styles across four or more centuries means that there is a 

wide range of literature to consult, either on individual architects, buildings or 

specific periods. Architects rarely restricted themselves to country house building 

alone so considerations of their work will often cover all sorts of other designs and 

constructions. 

 

Traditionally the eighteenth century has received the main focus of attention, with the 

styles/periods known as Baroque, Palladian and Neo-Classical. Of late attention has 

begun to look at later periods, including country houses of the twentieth century. 

 

This section should be read in conjunction with the lists on Houses and Owners, 

Interiors and Style, Gothic, and Household Management. 

 

Specialist journals, often with detailed studies of individual houses or architects, 

include:  

 

Architectural History 

English Heritage Review 

Follies Journal 

Georgian Group Journal 

Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians (USA) 

 

Reference and Background 

 

John Archer, The Literature of British Domestic Architecture, 1715-1842 (1985) 

 

Catalogue of the Drawings Collection of the Royal Institute of British Architects, 20 

vols. (1969-1989) 

 

Howard Colvin, The History of the King’s Works, 6 vols (1963-82) 

 

Howard Colvin, A Biographical Dictionary of British Architects 1600-1840, (fourth
 

edition, 2007) 

 

Eileen Harris, British Architectural Books and Writers, 1556-1785 (1990) 

 

The Mark Millard Architectural Collection, National Gallery of Art, Washington DC 

 

French Books, Sixteenth to Early Nineteenth Centuries (1993) 

British Books, Seventeenth through Nineteenth Centuries (1998) 

Northern European Books, Sixteenth to Early Nineteenth Centuries (1999) 

Italian and Spanish Books, Fifteenth through Nineteenth Centuries (2000) 

 

The best survey of the Baroque remains Colen Campbell’s Vitruvius Britannicus, 

1715-25, with two further volumes issued in 1767 and 1771. These were reprinted in 

five volumes in 1972, with a foreword by John Harris. 
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Country Life has published articles devoted to individual houses for more than a 

century. The index to Country Life (there are two versions, neither very 

straightforward to use) is an essential starting point. But a very useful illustrated 

survey remains H. Avray Tipping’s monumental English Homes, 9 vols (1927-36) 

 

Period 1, Vol. I: Norman and Plantagenet (1066-1485) 

Period II, Vol. I: Early Tudor (1485-1558)  

Periods I and II, Vol. II: Mediaeval and Early Tudor (1066-1558) 

Period III, Vol. I: Late Tudor and Early Stuart (1558-1649)  

Period III, Vol. II: Late Tudor and Early Stuart (1558-1649)  

Period IV, Vol. I: Late Stuart (1649-1714)  

Period IV, Vol. II: The Work of Sir John Vanbrugh and his School (1699-1736),  

Period V, Vol. I: Early Georgian (1714-1760)  

Period VI, Vol. I: Late Georgian (1760-1820)  

 

Nikolaus Pevsner, The Buildings of England series 

 

A county-by-county guide to England and much of Wales, Scotland and Northern 

Ireland, these are an invaluable and unique survey of the built heritage. Begun in the 

1951 and initially published by Penguin Books, these guides, now titled Pevsner 

Architectural Guides are in the process of being revised and enlarged by Yale 

University Press, for more information see: http://yalebooks.co.uk/pevsner.asp 

 

Another useful, much shorter, gazetteer is the The Buildings of Britain series under 

the general editorship of Alastair Service. 

Alastair Service, Anglo-Saxon and Norman (1982) 

Malcom Airs, Tudor and Jacobean (1982) 

Richard Morrice, Stuart and Baroque (1982) 

David Watkin, Regency (1982) 

 

 

Titles 

 

James Ackerman, The Villa, Form and Ideology in Country Houses (1990) 

 

Christy Anderson, Inigo Jones and the Classical Tradition (2010) 

 

Malcom Airs, The Making of the English Country House (1975) 

 

Malcolm Airs, The Tudor and Jacobean Country House, A Building History (1995) 

 

Malcolm Airs and Geoffrey Tyack eds., The Renaissance Villa in Britain, 1500-

1700 (2007) 

 

Jill Allibone, Anthony Salvin, Pioneer of the Gothic Revival (1987) 

 

Barbara Arciszewska, The Hanoverian Court and the Triumph of Palladio (2002) 

 

Barbara Arciszewska and Elizabeth McKellar eds., Articulating British Classicism, 

New Approaches to Eighteenth-Century Architecture (2004) 

http://yalebooks.co.uk/pevsner.asp
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Dana Arnold ed., The Georgian Villa (Stroud: Sutton Publishing, 1996) 

 

Dana Arnold ed., The Georgian Country House, Architecture, Landscape and 

Society (1998) 

 

Dana Arnold ed., Belov’d of Every Muse, Richard Boyle, 3
rd

 Earl of Burlington & 

4
th

 Earl of Cork (1994) 

 

Clive Aslet, The Last Country Houses (1982) 

 

Clive Aslet, The Edwardian Country House: A Social and Architectural History 

(2012) 

 

Steven Astley, Robert Adam’s Castles (2000) 

 

Hugh Murray Baillie, ‘Etiquette and the Planning of the State Apartments in 

Baroque Palaces’, Archaeologia, 101 (1967)  

 

Hilary Ballon, Louis Le Vau (1999) 

 

Toby Barnard and Jane Clarke eds., Lord Burlington, Architecture, Art and Life 

(1995) 

 

Richard Barnes, The Obelisk, A Monumental Feature in Britain (2004) 

 

Geoffrey Beard, The Work of John Vanbrugh  (1986) 

 

Geoffrey Beard, The Work of Robert Adam (1978) 

 

Marcus Binney, Sir Robert Taylor, From Rococo to Neo-Classicism (1984) 

 

Anthony Blunt, Baroque and Rococo Architecture and Decoration (1978) 

 

John Bold, Wilton House and English Palladianism (1988) 

 

John Bold, John Webb, Architectural Theory and Practice in the Seventeenth 

Century (1989) 

 

John Bold and Edward Chaney eds., English Architecture Public and Private (1993) 

 

John Bold, Greenwich, An Architectural History of the Royal Hospital and the 

Queen’s House (2000) 

 

Brian Breffney and Rosemary ffolliott, The Houses of Ireland (1975) 

 

Roderick Brown ed., The Architectural Outsiders (1985) 

  

Alec Cobbe and Terry Friedman, James Gibbs in Ireland (2005)  
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Howard Colvin and Maurice Craig, Architectural Drawings on the Library of Elton 

Hall by Sir John Vanbrugh and Sir Edward Lovett Pearce (1964) 

 

Howard Colvin, Catalogue of Architectural Drawings of the Eighteenth and 

Nineteenth Centuries in the Library of Worcester College, Oxford (1964) 

 

Howard Colvin and John Harris ed., The Country Seat, Studies in the History of the 

British Country House (1970) 

 

Howard Colvin, Architecture and the Afterlife (1991) 

 

Howard Colvin, Essays in English Architectural History (1999) 

 

Maurice Craig, Mausolea Hibernica (1999) 

 

Christopher Christie, The British Country House in the Eighteenth Century (2000) 

 

Dan Cruickshank, A Guide to the Georgian Buildings of Britain and Ireland (1985) 

 

Dan Cruickshank, The Country House Revealed, A Secret History of the British 

Ancestral Home (2011) 

 

James Stevens Curl, The Egyptian Revival (1982) 

 

James Stevens Curl, A Celebration of Death (1980) 

 

Kerry Downes, Hawksmoor  (1959; rpt. 1979) 

 

Kerry Downes, English Baroque Architecture (1966) 

 

Kerry Downes, Vanbrugh (1977) 

 

Kerry Downes, Hawksmoor  (1969) 

 

Kerry Downes, The Architecture of Wren (1982) 

 

Kerry Downes, Sir John Vanbrugh.  A Biography  (1987) 

 

David Durant, The Building of Hardwick Hall, 2 vols (1980-84) 

 

David N. Durant, The Smythson Circle, The Story of Six Great English Houses (2011) 

 

Caroline Van Eck, British Architectural Theory, 1540-1750 (2003) 

 

Richard Ettlin, The Architecture of Death (1984) 

 

Jane Fawcett, Seven Victorian Architects (1977) 

 

John Fleming, Robert Adam and His Circle (1962) 
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Jill Franklin, The Gentleman’s Country House and its Plan 1835-1914 (1981) 

 

Terry Frieman, James Gibbs (1984) 

 

Georgian Group, Adam in Context (1992) 

 

Georgian Group, Lord Burlington and His Circle (1982) 

 

Georgian Group, Inigo Jones and the Spread of Classicism (1986) 

 

Georgian Group, Late Georgian Classicism (1987) 

 

Georgian Group, New Light on English Palladianism (1988) 

 

Anthony Geragthy, The Architectural Drawings of Sir Christopher Wren (2007) 

 

John Gifford, William Adam (1989) 

 

Mark Girouard, Robert Smythson and the Elizabethan Country House (1983) 

 

Mark Girouard, The Victorian Country House (1979) 

 

Mark Girouard, Sweetness and Light, the Queen Anne Movement, 1860-1900 (1977) 

 

Mark Girouard, Elizabethan Architecture (2009) 

 

Robert Graham, Arbiter of Elegance, A Biography of Robert Adam (2009) 

 

Andor Gomme, Smith of Warwick, Francis Smith, Architect and Master-Builder 

(2000) 

 

Desmond Guinness and Julius Trousdale Sadler, The Palladian Style in England, 

Ireland and America (1976) 

 

Robert Harbison, Eccentric Spaces (1977) 

 

Robert Harbison, Reflections on the Baroque (2000) 

 

Eileen Harris, The Country Houses of Robert Adam, From the Archives of Country 

Life (2007) 

 

John Harris, Sir William Chambers (1970) 

 

John Harris, The Artist and the Country House (1979) 

 

John Harris and A.A. Tait, Catalogue of the Drawings by Inigo Jones, John Webb 

and Isaac De Caus at Worcester College, Oxford (1979) 

 

John Harris, William Talman, Maverick Architect (1982) 
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John Harris, The Palladian Revival, Lord Burlington, His Villa and Garden at 

Chiswick (1994) 

 

John Harris, The Artist and the Country House, from the Fifteenth Century to the 

Present Day (1995) 

 

John Harris, William Kent, A Poet on Paper (1998) 

 

John Harris and Robert Hradsky, A Passion for Building, The Amateur Architect in 

England, 1650-1850 (2007) 

 

John Harris and Michael Snodin, Sir William Chambers, Architect to George III 

(1996) 

 

Vaughan Hart, Nicholas Hawksmoor, Rebuilding Ancient Wonders (2002) 

 

Vaughan Hart, Sir John Vanbrugh, Storyteller in Stone (2008) 

 

Vaughan Hart, Inigo Jones: The Architect of Kings (2011) 

 

George L. Hersey, Architecture and Geometry in the Age of the Baroque (2000) 

 

Oliver Hill and John Cornforth, English Country Houses, Caroline 1625-1685 

(1966) 

 

Helen Hills, Rethinking the Baroque (2011) 

 

Paul Holberton, Palladio’s Villas, Life in the Renaissance Countryside (1990) 

 

Judith Hook, The Baroque Age in England (1976) 

 

Maurice Howard, The Early Tudor Country House, Architecture and Politics 1490-

1550 (1987) 

 

Christopher Hussey, English Country Houses: Early Georgian, Mid Georgian, Late 

Georgian, 3 vols (1955) 

 

Frank Jenkins, Architect and Patron (1961) 

 

Emil Kaufmann, Architecture in the Age of Reason, Baroque and Post-Baroque in 

England, Italy and France (1955) 

 

Paul Kingsbury, Lord Burlington’s own Architecture (1995) 

 

W. Kuyper, Dutch Classicist Architecture (1980) 

 

Peter Leach, James Paine (1988) 

 

Michael Leapman, Inigo, The Troubles Life of Inigo Jones, Architect of the English 

Renaissance  (2003) 
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James Lees Milne, The Earls of Creation (1962) 

 

James Lees Milne, English Country Houses, Baroque 1685-1715 (1970) 

 

Ronald Lightbown, An Architect Earl, Edward Augustus Stratford (2008)  

 

Derek Linstrum, Sir Jeffrey Wyattville, Architect to the King (1972) 

 

Brian Little, The Life and Work of James Gibbs (1955) 

 

James Macaulay, The Classical Country House in Scotland 1660-1800 (1987) 

 

Michael Mansbridge, John Nash, A Complete Catalogue (1991) 

 

Henry Millon, Baroque and Rococo Architecture (1961) 

 

Henry Millon, The Triumph of the Baroque, Architecture in Europe 1600-1750 

(1999) 

 

J. Mordaunt Crook, The Greek Revival (1972) 

 

J. Mordaunt Crook, The Rise of the Nouveaux Riches: Style and Status in Victorian 

Architecture (1999) 

 

J. Mordaunt Crook, William Burges and the High Victorian Dream (2013) 

 

Amicia de Moubray, Twentieth-Century Castles in Britain (2013) 

 

Tim Mowl and Brian Earnshaw, Trumpet at the Distant Gate, the Lodge as Prelude 

to the Country House (1985) 

 

Tim Mowl and Brian Earnshaw, Architecture Without Kings, The Rise of Puritan 

Classicism under Cromwell (1995) 

 

Tim Mowl and Brian Earnshaw, John Wood, Architect of Obsession (1988) 

 

Tim Mowl, William Kent: Architect, Designer, Opportunist (2006) 

 

Jeremy Musson, In Pursuit of Antiquity, Drawings by the Giants of British Neo-

Classicism (2008) 

 

Jeremy Musson, The Country House of Sir John Vanbrugh (2008) 

 

Nottingham University Art Gallery, Apollo of the Arts: Lord Burlington and His 

Circle (1973) 

 

Nikolaus Pevsner, Some Architectural Writers of the Nineteenth Century (1972) 

 

Colin Platt, The Great Rebuildings of Tudor and Stuart England (1994) 
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Pierre de la Ruffiniere du Prey, Hawksmoor’s London Churches, Architecture and 

Theology (2000) 

 

Annabel Ricketts. The English Country House Chapel: Building a Protestant 

Tradition (2007) 

 

Jane Ridley, Edwin Lutyens: His Life, His Wife, His Work (2003) 

 

John Martin Robinson, The Latest Country Houses (1984) 

 

John Martin Robinson, The Wyatts, An Architectural Dynasty (1979) 

 

John Martin Robinson, James Wyatt, Architect to George III (2012) 

 

Alistair Rowan, ‘Bob the Roman’, Heroic Antiquity and the Architecture of Robert 

Adam (2003) 

 

Alistair Rowan, Vaulting Ambition, the Adam Brothers, Contractors to the 

Metropolis in the Reign of George III (2007) 

 

Joseph Rykwert, The First Moderns, The Architects of the Eighteenth Century 

(1983) 

 

Andrew Saint, Richard Norman Shaw (1976) 

 

Frank Salmon, Building on Ruins, The Rediscovery of Rome and English 

Architecture (2000) 

 

Charles Saumarez Smith, ‘Supply and Demand in English Country House Building 

1660-1740’, Oxford Art Journal, 11.2 (1988) 

 

Charles Saumarez Smith, The Building of Castle Howard (1990) 

 

Leo Schmidt, Thomas Coke, 1
st
 Earl of Leicester, An Eighteenth-Century Amateur 

Architect (1980) 

 

Lydia Soo, Wren’s Tracts on Architecture and Other Writings (1998) 

 

Susan Weber Soros, James Athenian Stuart and the Rediscovery of Antiquity (2007) 

 

S. Spencer, ‘James Athenian Stuart and the Greek Revival’, Eighteenth-Century Life, 

33.3 (2009) 

 

Gavin Stamp, Edwin Lutyens Country Houses (2012) 

 

Damie Stillman, The Decorative Work of Robert Adam (1966) 

 

Damie Stillman, English Neo-Classical Architecture, 2 vols (1988) 
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Gervase Jackson Stops et al, The Fashioning and Functioning of the British Country 

House (1989) 

 

Howard Stutchbury, The Architecture of Colen Campbell (1967) 

 

Dorothy Stroud, Henry Holland, His Life and Architecture (1966) 

 

John Summerson, Heavenly Mansions (1949) 

 

John Summerson, Architecture in Britain, 1530-1830 (1953; rpt. 1993) 

 

John Summerson, ‘The Classical Country House in Eighteenth-Century England’, 

Royal Society of Arts Journal, CVII (July 1959); rpt. in John Summerson, The 

Unromantic Castle and Other Essays (1990) 

 

John Summerson, Inigo Jones (1966) 

 

John Summerson, ed., Concerning Architecture, Essays on Architectural Writers 

and Writing Presented to Nikolaus Pevsner (1968) 

 

John Summerson, The Life and Work of John Nash Architect (1980) 

 

John Summerson, The Unromantic Castle and Other Essays (1990) 

 

James M. Sutton, ‘Decoding the Visual Culture of the Elizabethan Prodigy House’, 

Renaissance Papers (2002) 

 

Simon Thurley, Whitehall Palace (1990) 

 

Simon Thurley, The Royal Palaces of Tudor England (1993) 

 

Geoffrey Tyack, Warwickshire Houses in the Age of Classicism, 1650-1800 (1980) 

 

Geoffrey Tyack, Warwickshire Houses (1994) 

 

David Watkin, Athenian Stuart, Pioneer of the Greek Revival (1982) 

 

Lawrence Weaver, Houses and Gardens by Sir Edwin Lutyens (1925) 

 

Marcus Whiffen, Thomas Archer, Architect of the English Baroque (1950) 

 

Laurence Whistler, Sir John Vanbrugh, Architect and Dramatist (1938) 

 

Laurence Whistler, The Imagination of Sir John Vanbrugh and his School 1699-1736 

(1954) 

 

Michael Wilson, William Kent, Architect, Designer, Painter, Gardener, 1685-1748 

(1984) 
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Richard Wilson and Alan Mackley, Creating Paradise, The Building of the English 

Country House 1660-1880 (2000) 

 

John Wilton-Ely, ‘The Rise of the Professional Architect in England’, in S. Kostoff 

ed., The Architect: Chapters in the History of the Profession (1977) 

 

Rudolk Wittkower, Architectural Principles in the Age of Humanism (1988) 

 

Rudolf Wittkower, Palladio and English Palladianism (1974) 

 

Giles Worsley, Architectural Drawings of the Regency Period (1991) 

 

Giles Worsley, Classical Architecture in Britain, The Heroic Age (1995) 

  

Giles Worsley, The British Stable (2004) 

 

Giles Worsley, Inigo Jones and the European Classicist Tradition (2007) 

 

Brian Wragg, The Life and Works of John Carr of York, edited by Giles Worsley 

(2000) 

 

 


